University Studies Program

Humanities (CH)

(May 21, 2002)
(updated January 9, 2003)

Definition:

Inherent in the humanities is a values driven examination of human life.  The humanities address ideas we have about our own nature, about our place in the world, and about the ethical dimension of our action.  Humanities courses study the meaning, value, history, literary and aesthetic expression, and/or justification of these ideas.  Humanities courses may also examine how these ideas affect people’s actions.

Rationale:
By taking humanities courses, students learn to understand and to think clearly about important human beliefs and imaginative ideas, as well as the texts—written, oral, performative, and/or visual--that embody or examine those beliefs and ideas.  In their call both for analyzing ideas, and for active, creative participation with a body of material, the humanities move us toward broadened insights into the individual and society.

Criteria for Approval of University Studies Courses:

Courses approved to fulfill the CH requirement of the core curriculum will help students to learn how to examine, analyze, and engage original and/or secondary humanities materials carefully and critically.  Many humanities courses will ask students to present their ideas and analyses in written papers or in oral presentations, but courses approved for CH listing need not require such forms of analysis. 

Fulfilling the Requirement:
In order to fulfill the humanities category a student must complete three credit hours of humanities course work.  This work may be done in a single three credit hour course or in a combination of one and two credit hour courses.

Program Assessment:

The University Studies Program encourages a variety of assessment techniques.  Students may be asked to keep portfolios and/or journals, to write critical papers or reviews, to design projects based on the course subject, to engage in service learning that links the course material to community needs, or to present the results of their learning to class members and/or to groups outside the class or outside the university.  

Whatever the form of assessment in an individual course, it should be based on the goals of the course and on the mission of the university.  It should ascertain that students have understood course content, can assess and analyze this material, and can present clearly and cogently the results of the work done in the course.  Assessment techniques are dependent on the discipline and the instructor, and they may change over time.

Recommendations:
1.  CH courses focus on understanding the historical place of the humanities in the lives of individuals and societies.

2.  CH courses recognize that through time, the boundaries of the humanities have proven to be flexible and changing.  

3.  CH courses reflect the humanistic approach--as set forth in the definition above—whatever the subject matter of the particular course.

4.  CH courses may be offered in the humanities division (English, Modern and Classical Languages, Philosophy) as well as in disciplines and interdisciplinary programs throughout the university.

Process:

Using the University Studies Program criteria and outcomes, a sub-committee of three selected from the membership of the University Studies Committee will evaluate each course submitted for credit within the Humanities category (CH) and will make recommendations to the full committee.

University Studies Program

Criteria Review Sheet

Humanities (CH)

By taking humanities courses, students learn to understand and to think clearly about important human beliefs and imaginative ideas, as well as the texts—written, oral, performative, and/or visual--that embody or examine those beliefs and ideas.  In their call both for analyzing ideas, and for active, creative participation with a body of material, the humanities move us toward broadened insights into the individual and society.

   At the completion of a CH course, students should be able to examine, analyze, and engage original and/or secondary humanities materials carefully and critically.

   In order to fulfill the CH requirement, a student must complete three credit hours of humanities course work.  For more information on CH courses, please see general USP category descriptions.

Course Prefix & Number:



Credit Hours:

Course Title:

Please attach a detailed course syllabus that includes the objectives or outcomes for the course and the means to assess the extent that students reach them.

List any prerequisites:

1. What humanities discipline or disciplines are addressed in this course?

2. How does this course fit the humanities definition for CH?
3. Using information from the syllabus, please describe how this course meets the learning goals (outcomes) and criteria for the CH category.
A.  How will students to examine, analyze and engage original and/or secondary humanities materials?

B. How will students present their ideas and analyses?
C. How will the course design and size allow for substantial student interaction?

D. How does this course examine the historical place of the humanities in the lives of individuals and societies?

E. How does this course reveal contemporary notions of the nature of and uses of the Humanities?

4. Explain how the assessment method(s) used for this course demonstrate student achievement of the learning outcomes for the CH category.  Explain how this assessment might provide information that can be used to improve accomplishment of desired learning outcomes.

5. Does this course include an embedded USP component?


A. If yes, which embeddable component is included, and how are the outcomes of the embedded component appropriately addressed in the course proposal?

6. What other factors should the committee consider?  

