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Definition:

By arts we mean those expressive activities marked by our role as makers and/or performers.  Art and artists use the language of images, symbols, gestures, and sounds to reveal the inner life and to communicate.  Arts courses may focus on studio work and/or on art history, appreciation, and criticism. 

Rationale:

Work in the arts helps students to think flexibly and intuitively, to solve problems in innovative ways, and to link their knowledge and sensations.  Studio work gives students insight into the creative process and the issues central to particular art disciplines.  It also provides the opportunity to develop self-awareness and self-expression.  The study of history, appreciation, and criticism reveals forms of communication that exist in no other realm and that operate across cultures and times. 

Criteria for Approval of University Studies Courses:
Courses approved to fulfill the CA requirement of the core curriculum will help students to understand the role of the fine arts in society and in the life of the individual.  In such courses, students will study the history, appreciation, and criticism of the arts and/or make art. 

Fulfilling the Requirement:
In order to fulfill the arts category a student must complete three credit hours devoted to participation in the creation of art (studio courses) or devoted to the history, appreciation, and/or criticism of the arts.  A single course may combine studio elements with history, appreciation, and/or criticism.

Program Assessment:

The University Studies Program encourages a variety of assessment techniques.  Students may be asked to keep portfolios and/or journals, to write critical papers or reviews, to design projects based on the course subject, to engage in service learning that links the course material to community needs, or to present the results of their learning to class members and/or to groups outside the class or outside the university.  

   Whatever the form of assessment, it should be based on the goals of the course and on the broader mission of the university.  Assessment techniques are dependent on the discipline and the instructor, and they may change over time.  

Recommendations:  

1.  CA courses focus on understanding the forms of communication and expression central to the arts.

2.  CA courses help students understand and appreciate the role of the arts in human societies.

3.  CA courses with a studio focus remain small enough to offer each student large amounts of studio time.

4.  CA courses allow for a wide range of interests and experience in the arts.

5.  CA courses may be taught in departments and programs throughout the university as well as in the departments of art, music, theatre, and dance.

Process:

Using the University Studies Program criteria and outcomes, a sub-committee of three selected from the membership of the University Studies Committee will evaluate each course submitted for credit within the Arts category (CA) and will make recommendations to the full committee.

University Studies Program

Criteria Review Sheet

Arts (CA)

Work in the arts helps students to think flexibly and intuitively, to solve problems in innovative ways, and to link their knowledge and sensations.  Studio work gives students insight into the creative process and the issues central to particular art disciplines.  It also provides the opportunity to develop self-awareness and self-expression.  The study of history, appreciation, and criticism reveals forms of communication that exist in no other realm and that operate across cultures and times. 

      At the completion of a CA course, students should have gained some understanding of the role of the arts in society and in the life of the individual.  Students will have studied the history, appreciation, and criticism of the arts and/or made art.  Courses may combine studio elements with history, appreciation, and/or criticism.  

     In order to fulfill the CA requirement, a student must complete three credit hours of arts course work.  For more information on CA courses, please see general USP category descriptions.
Course Prefix & Number:



Credit Hours:

Course Title:

Please attach a detailed course syllabus that includes the objectives or outcomes for the course and the means to assess the extent that students reach them.

List any prerequisites:

1. What arts discipline or disciplines are addressed in this course?

2. How does this course fit the arts definition for CA?
3. Using information from the syllabus, please describe how this course meets the learning goals (outcomes) and criteria for the CA category.
A. How does it help students to understand the role of the arts in society and in the life of the individual?

B. How is this course devoted to making art or to the study of art history, appreciation, and/or criticism?

C. How does this course combine studio elements with history, appreciation, and/or criticism?
D. How does this course focus on understanding the forms of communications and expression central to the arts?

E. If this is a studio course, list the resources available to support substantial studio experience.

i. How does the class design and size support this studio experience? 

4.  Is this course designed to respond to a wide range of student interests and experience in the arts?  Or is it focused on more advanced studies in a specific field?

5. Explain how the assessment method(s) used for this course demonstrate student achievement of the learning outcomes for the CA category.  Explain how this assessment might provide information that can be used to improve accomplishment of desired learning outcomes. 

6. Does this course include an embedded USP component?

a. If yes, which embeddable component is included, and how are the outcomes of the embedded component appropriately addressed in the course?

7. What other factors should the committee consider?

